
Going up the mountain with Your disciples, You shone with the 

glory of the Father.  Moses and Elijah stood at Your side, for the 

Law and the Prophets minister to You as God.  And the Father, 

acknowledging Your sonship according to Your divine nature, 

called You His beloved Son.  We praise Him in song together 

with You in the unity of the Holy Spirit. 

             Sessional Hymn 

 

You have put on Adam completely, O Christ; and changing his 

once darkened nature, You filled it with Light, divinizing it as 

Your countenance was transfigured. Ode 3 

You made the light appear in the night of the beginning, that 

Your works might celebrate You in full light as their Creator, O 

Christ.  Direct our steps in Your light!   Ode 5 

 

You have taken me captive with longing for You, O Christ and 

have transformed me with Your divine love.  Burn up my sins in 

the immaterial fire; grant that I may be filled with Your delights, 

so that with exultation I may magnify Your two comings, O God 

of compassion.         Ode 9 

 

There are two natures in the person of Christ: He is at the same 

time both God and man.  And it is this union of two natures in 

Christ that God permitted the apostles to see for a moment.  They 

saw Jesus illumined by a divine Light that shone through His hu-

man body. 
 

The Transfiguration is a theophany, like the Baptism of Christ.  It 

was the voice of the Father saying: ñThis is My beloved son, lis-

ten to Himò (Mk 9:7), the same voice that St. John the Baptist 

heard when Jesus was baptized in the Jordan.  ñThe Father 

speaks, the Son shines in splendor, the Spirit covers with a lumi-

nous cloud,ò as St. Peter the Venerable explained in a sermon on 

the Transfiguration. 

It is through the Person of the Son that we come to the knowledge 

of God in three Persons.  Jesus Christ is the radiance of the Fa-

ther, and through Him the Holy Spirit acts in the world.  When 

we pray to Christ, He leads us to His Father through the Holy 

Spirit.            The Incarnate God, SVS Press 
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                  Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom        
 

Antiphon Prayer:     
O Christ God, when You were transfigured in glory on Mount 

Tabor, You manifested the splendor of your Divinity to your dis-

ciples and sanctified the whole universe by your Light. Illumine 

us too by the Light of your knowledge . Guide us on the way of 

your commandments. Make us worthy to inherit your eternal 

Kingdom. 

For You are Good and the Lover of mankind and to You  we ren-

der glory and to your Eternal Father and your  All-holy, Good and 

Life-giving Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. 
 

Antiphons of  the Transfiguration 
 

First Antiphon: 

Usual response:  Through the prayers of the Mother of Godé 

1. Great is the Lord and wholly to be praised in the city of our 

God, on His holy mountain. 

2. You set the mountains in place by Your power, You who are 

girt with might. 

3. The Lord is clothed with majesty and glory, robed in light as 

with a cloak. 
 

Second Antiphon: 

Response:     

O Son of God who were transfigured on Mount Thabor,  

 save us who sing to You: Alleluia! 

1. His foundation is upon the holy mountains; the Lord loves the 

gates of Sion more than any dwelling of Jacob. 

2. Glorious things are said of you, O City of god! 

3. Of Sion they shall say: ñA man was born in her, and He is the 

Most High who made her.ò 
 

Third Antiphon: 

Response:  Troparion of the Feast 

1. The favors of the Lord I will sing forever; through all the gen-

erations my mouth shall proclaim his faithfulness. 

2. The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament de-

clares the handiwork of the Lord. 

You were transfigured on Mount Tabor, showing the exchange 

mortal men will make with Your glory at Your second and awe-

some coming, O Savior.  Elijah and Moses talked with You; and 

the three disciples whom You had invited gazed upon Your glory, 

O Master, and were struck with wonder at Your blinding bright-

ness.  As You once shone upon them with Light, so now send 

Your radiance upon our souls.   

             Sessional Hymn 
 

O Lord, as a preparation to Your crucifixion, You led some of 

Your disciples to a high mountain and became transfigured before 

them, enlightening them with a radiation of light and glory.  In 

this way, You showed the reality of the resurrection You are to 

grant us in Your love for men and Your almighty power as God.  

Make us worthy of this Resurrection, O God, for You are gra-

cious and the Lover of Mankind! 

       Sticheron of Great Vespers 
 

Moses, who saw God, and Elijah, who rode through the heavens 

uncomsumed in a chariot of fire, following You, in a cloud saw 

You, the Author of the Law and the fulfillment of the Prophets.  

They were witnesses to Your Transfiguration.  With them, count 

us also worthy of Your Light, O Lord, that we may sing to You 

throughout the ages. 

        Lete, Great Vespers 
 

He who mysteriously spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai and said, "I 

am who I am," today manifests Himself to His disciples on Mount 

Tabor and reveals through His Person that human nature is re-

established in its original splendor.  As witnesses to this grace and 

partakers of this joy, He raised up Moses and Elijah, the forerun-

ners of the glorious and saving Resurrection made possible by the 

Cross of Christ. 

         Aposticha, Great Vespers 
 

Through Your Transfiguration, You returned Adam's nature to its 

original splendor, restoring its very elements to the glory and bril-

liance of Your divinity.  Wherefore, we cry out to You, the Crea-

tor of All: "Glory to You!"       Aposticha, GreatVespers 



Blessing of Grapes 

(traditionally done following Divine Liturgy) 
 

Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord 

All : Lord have mercy 
 

Priest: Bless, O Heavenly Father, this new fruit of the vine which 

you permitted to ripen through good weather and drops of dew. 

May it bring joy for us who will partake of it and forgiveness of 

sins to those who offer it. 

Through the pure Body and Blood of your Christ, with whom 

You are blessed, together with your All-holy, Good and Life-

giving Spirit, now and always and forever and ever.   

      (Melkite Euchologion, Translation of the Rt. Rev. Joseph Haggar) 

 

It is, of course, because of the season, the peak 

of summer in our climates, that the Church has 

chosen this day to bless the fruits of the earth.  

But we can ascribe a theological meaning to this 

rite: the blessing of fruit reminds us that the di-

vine energies penetrate into all created matter 

and transfigure the world in light of the age to 

come. 

            The Incarnate God, SVS Press 

 

August 6ðTransfiguration of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus 

       Christ 
 

Transfiguration is celebrated on August 6 in commemoration of 

the dedication of the first church on Mt. Tabor in the 5th cen-

tury....The Orthodox Church celebrates Transfiguration with great 

solemnity on August 6, forty days before the Exaltation of the 

Cross (September 14).  The wisdom of the church is evident in its 

liturgical rhythm and the choice of date for each feast.  Transfigu-

ration and the cross are inseparable, and the forty days between 

the two feasts express this link.  Indeed forty days, the same 

length of time as great Lent, makes of Transfiguration a prepara-

tion for the mystery of the cross.  

            The Incarnate God, SVS Press 

 

3. Happy the people who know the joyful shout; in the light of 

your countenance they shall walk, O Lord. 
 

Entrance Hymn: Tabor and Hermon shall rejoice in your name.  

O Son of God who were transfigured on Mount Tabor, save us 

who sing to You: Alleluia! 
 

Hymns: 
 

Troparion of the Feast, three times  (Tone 7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kontakion of the Feast  (Tone7) 

On the mountain You were transfigured, O Christ our God, and 

Your Disciples saw as much of Your glory as they could hold, so 

that when they should see You crucified, they would know that 

You suffer willingly, and would proclaim to the world that You 

are verily the Splendor of the Father. 

 

Epistle of the Feast, 2 Peter 1:10-19, p. 523  

The Holy Transfiguration of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus 

Christ 
 

PROKIMENON  (Tone 4) Ps. 103:24:1 

How great are your works, 0 Lord! 

In wisdom you have wrought them all. 

Stichon: Bless the Lord, 0 my soul!  

You are very great indeed, 0 Lord, my God! 
 

READING  from the Second Epistle of St. Peter the Apostle:  

BRETHREN, strive more ardently by good works to make your 

calling and election certain. For if you do this, you will not fall 

into sin at any time. Indeed in this way the entrance into the ever-

lasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be am-

ply provided for you. 

Therefore I shall begin to remind you always of these things ð 

although indeed you know them and are well established in the 

present truth. As long as I am in this tabernacle, I think it right to 

arouse you by a reminder, knowing as I do that the taking away of 

my tabernacle is at hand, just as the Lord Jesus Christ signified to 

me. Moreover I will endeavor that even after my death you may 

often have occasion to recall these things to mind. 

For we were not following fictitious tales when we made known 

to you the power and the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 

had been eyewitnesses of his grandeur. For he received from God 

the Father honor and glory when, coming down from the magnifi-

cent glory, a voice spoke to him in these words: ñThis is my be-

loved Son in whom I am well pleased (Mt.17:5).ò And this voice 

we ourselves heard borne from heaven when we were with him 

on the holy mountain. 

And we have the word of prophecy surer still, to which you do 

well to attend, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 

dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 
 

ALLELUIA  (Tone7)  Ps. 88:12;  143 :15 

Yours are the heavens and yours is the earth;  the world and its 

fullness you have founded. 

Stichon: Blessed is the people whose God is the Lord! 

 
Gospel  of the Feast,  Matthew 17:1-9  

       (Transfiguration of the Lord) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the Evangelist: 

At that time Jesus took Peter, James and his brother John, and led 

them up a high mountain by themselves, and was transfigured 

before them. And his face shone as the sun, and his clothes be-

came white as light. And behold, there appeared to them Moses 

and Elijah talking together with him. Then Peter addressed Jesus, 

saying, ñLord, it is good for us to be here. If you will, let us set up 

three tents here, one for you, one for  Moses, and one for Elijahò 

As he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 

them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, ñThis is my be-

loved Son in whom I am well pleased hear him.ò And on hearing 

it the disciples fell on their faces and were terrified. And Jesus 

came near and touched them, and said to them, ñArise, and do not 

be afraid.ò But lifting up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus 

only. And as they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus 

cautioned them, saying, ñTell the vision to no one, till the Son of 

Man has risen from the dead.ò 

 

Hymn to the Theotokos: Hirmos of the Feast, BDW p.750 
 

You gave birth without stain, for it was God incarnate in the flesh 

who came forth from your womb.  He was seen on earth and con-

versed with men.  Wherefore, O Mother of God, we all exalt you. 

 

Communion Hymn: Lord, we shall walk in the light of the glory 

of your Countenance forever. Amen  

 

Post-communion hymn:    Troparion of the Feast, once  


