All generations call you blessed, O Virgin Mother of God: for
Christ our God, who cannot be contained, was pleased to be con-
tained within you. We are blessed in having you as our constant
protection. Day and night, you intercede for us all, and by your
prayers, the Christian people are strengthened. Therefore, singing
your praises, we cry out to yo
with you! o

Hypacoi, Orthros of the Feast

A strange wonder it was to see the living Heaven of the King of
All buried in the depths of the earth. How great are Your works!
Glory to Your power, O Lord!
At your Translation, O Mother of God, the angelic hosts in awe
and joy extended their wings to cover your body which had been
spacious enough to contain God.
If her Fruit, whom none may comprehend, on whose account she
was called a Heaven, submitted voluntarily to a burial as a mortal,
how could she, who gave Him birth without knowing a man, re-
fuse it?

Ode 4, Orthros of the Feast

The spotless Bride, the Mother of Him in whom the Father was
well-pleased, she who was foreordained by God to be the dwell-
ing-place of His union without confusion, delivers today her
blameless soul to her Creator and God. The spiritual powers re-
ceive her with honors due to God, and she who is truly the
Mother of Life departs unto life, the lamp of the Light which no
man can approach, the salvation of the faithful and the hope of
our souls.

Lete, Great Vespers of the Feast
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Dormition of the Theotokos
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Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom

Antiphon prayer:

O God Almighty, You gave us Your most holy Mother Mary as a
mother for us all and transferred her, body and soul, from this
world to Heavenodos glory.

We ask You through her intercession to inflame our hearts with
the fire of Your love so that we may always seek the heavenly
blessings and reach the glory of resurrection.

For You are our Life, and our resurrection, O Christ God, and to
You we render glory and to Your eternal Father and Your All
holy, Good and Lifegiving Spirit, now and always and forever
and ever.

Antiphons _of the Feast
First Antiphon
Sing joyfully to the Lord, all you lands; serve the Lord with
gladness; come before Him with joyful song.
Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O Savior, save
us!
Enter His gates with thanksgiving, His courts with praise;
give thanks to Him, bless His name.
As we have heard, so we have seen in the city of the Lord of
Hosts, in the city of our God.
Gl ory beé now ¢é
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Second Antiphon

His foundation is upon the holy mountains; the Lord loves the
gates of Sion more than any dwelling of Jacob.

O Son of God who are wonderful in your saints,
Save us who sing to You: Alleluia!

Glorious things are said of you, O City of God!

And He built his shrine like heaven, like the earth which He
founded, forever.

Gl ory be...nowé.

Third Antiphon
My heart is steadfast, O Lord, my heart is steadfast; | will sing
and chant praises.
Response:Troparion of the Dormition
How shall | make a return to the Lord for all the good He has

done to me?
| will take up the cup of salvation and call upon the name of
the Lord.
Gl ory be ...nowé
Hymns:

Troparion of the Resurrection, Tone 3
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death, becoming the first to rise from the dead. He has delivered us
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from the mouth of Hades and bestowed great mer - cy upon the world,

pany of many Christians, bore it to the Garden of Gethsemane to
the sepulchre of [her parents], Saints Joachim and Anna. By
God's Providence, they were concealed from the evil Jews by a
cloud. Anthony, a Jewish priest, grabbed the coffin with his hands
with the intention of overturning it but, at that moment, an angel
of God severed both his hands. He then cried out to the apostles
for help and was healed since declaring his faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. The Apostle Thomas was absent, again according to God's
Providence, in order that a new andgtrious mystery of the
Holy Theotokos would again be revealed. On the third day, Tho-
mas arrived and desired to venerate [kiss] the body of the Holy
All-pure one. But when the apostles opened the sepulchre, they
found only the winding sheet and the body was not in the tomb.
That evening, the Theotokos appeared to the apostles surrounded
by a myriad of angels and said to them: "Rejoice, | will be with
you always". It is not exactly known how old the Theotokos was
at the time of her Falling Asleep but the overwhelming opinion is
that she was over sixty years of age.

Bp. Nikolai Velimirovic, Prologue of Ohrid



